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Born in 1962, Jim Thalassoudis is an established Australian 
contemporary artist with four decades of exhibiting history 
nationally and internationally.  

With 45 solo exhibitions, over 300 group shows, Jim’s 
paintings have been included in 16 Art Fairs (local and 
international). He has exhibited in all major cities in Australia, 
as well as exhibiting in New York, San Francisco, Hong 
Kong and Singapore. His paintings have been acquired by 
State and Regional art galleries including The Art Gallery 
of SA, numerous public collections and private collections 
worldwide.

“Jim Thalassoudis’s art follows the soul’s night journey and 
comes to life in urban cityscapes. His paintings delve into the 
artificial modern glow of sleeping cities and mesmerising, 
lurid skies coloured by the glare of the setting sun.” - Nelly 
Skoufatoglou

The lure of the lurid neon light glows at dusk, likewise prior 
to sunset the sky is magical before the mystery of the night 
begins. This moment where artificial light mixes with nature, 

is precisely what Jim Thalassoudis has been capturing 
on canvas with all its beauty, subtlety, and extreme detail. 
However, these luminous paintings of vintage neon signs are 
more than a homage to beauty, they capture and preserve a 
memory of a place and of a time.

One must remember these are oil paintings, painstakingly 
painted and each taking hundreds of hours to complete 
making them more real than real. In doing so Jim creates the 
illusion of the neon glowing and imbues the paintings with the 
ambiance of being there.

Neon light is so seductive and mesmerising to us that what 
started out as advertising has over time endeared itself to 
our hearts so much to become intrinsic to our sense of place. 
These neon signs having transcended their intended purpose 
have now become artefacts of human culture.  

The products these neon signs once advertised are  
no longer made but the generations that have grown  
up seeing these signs have assigned memories to  
past encounters with a new meaning that is now all their own.
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